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REPORT ON STUDY TOUR 
 
1. Title: Study Tour to Nongtraw Village, Sohrarim 

2. Objective:  

a. Analyzing Rural Livelihoods or economic practices in the village. 

b. Exploring Indigenous Knowledge and Sustainability through traditional ecological 

practices. 

c. Assessing community infrastructure, education, healthcare, and economic 

opportunities.  

3. Dates: 15th March 2025 

4. Duration: 1 Day 

5. Collaborations: NA 

6. No of participants students: 125 

7. No of Participants faculty: 3 

8. No of participants others: 2 

9. Outcome:  

a. Second Semester- Culture and Communication: 

i. The students were able to acquire a deeper understanding of rural 

Meghalaya’s socio-economic and cultural landscape.  

ii. With regards to the Nongtraw village, the cluster village settlement is seen, 

people communicate mainly in their mother tongue though some are 

conversant in English.  

iii. Proper transportation was not yet developed and the people use the staircase 

which was initially built by the locals and later the staircase was modified 

by the government to facilitate their way of living.  

iv. Additionally, they also use the rope-way to transport heavy goods and 

agricultural products, hence, saving their time and energy. If the rope-way 

stop functioning properly, the people have to carry their goods manually 

using the staircase. 
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v. The students also witnessed the unique culture of the village. There were 

many instances where the students noticed how the villagers built their 

houses, mainly in Assam-type; families were unaware of the family 

planning. 

vi. Close interpersonal relationship was visible and high element of trust was 

seen when people leave their children and houses without securing with lock 

and key. 

vii. Though religiously they have adopted Christianity, yet they still hold 

strongly to their traditions, customs and social values. Moreover, the 

students found out that the people have a strong community life depicting 

their unity and solidarity.  

viii. The students noticed that technology has also touch the life of the people 

which can be seen through the availability of electricity, solar energy and 

the use of mobile phones.  

b. Fourth Semester- Rural Sociology: 

i. The students were able to learn the rural economy practiced by the villagers. 

ii. The students were familiarized to different sources of income generation 

adopted by the villagers like the broom, bamboo, coffee plantation, bay-

leaf, poultry farming, growing of vegetables like pumpkin, potato, sweet 

potato, yam, pineapple, millet etc. and bee-keeping.  

iii. The villagers adopt the slash and burn cultivation (Thang Shyrti). 

iv. The villagers are also engaged in traditional craftmanship of bamboo basket 

making for economic reasons.  

v. The children are left at home by the elders who goes to the field for 

cultivation purpose. In this regard, the eldest child (in most cases age 5-6 

years) looks after the younger child(ren) living to their expected role and 

responsibility.  

vi. The village has one primary school and a Catholic Chapel. 

 

c. Sixth Semester- Oservation as a Technique of Data Collection 

i. Proper waste management is administered where dustbin is setup all along 

the trek path.  

ii. Washing and drying of clothes in the Wah Sohra. 

iii. Water projects by government through the Jal Jeevan Mission scheme and 

KHADC.  
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iv. Well maintained footpath (cobalt and concrete) 

v. Religious composition- 43 families are catholic and only 2 families retain 

traditional Khasi religion. Only 1 Church, St. James Chapel.  

vi. 2 football field for recreation.  

vii. Use of firewood; not pine trees but other species of trees for convenience. 

viii. Most lands are privately owned.   

ix. The students observed that people are very hard working 

x. Hygiene and Sanitation may be improve 

xi. Tour guide, Kong Suklin Dohling was awarded the Community Talks 2-

2024 Award for her outstanding contribution to her community.   

 

d. Due to the language barriers, the students used observation method as a technique 

of data collection to understand the rural life and rural culture of the people.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. Feedback:  



 

Laitumkhrah, Shillong – 793003, Meghalaya, India 
 
 

Sociology Department 

St. Edmund’s College 
NAAC Accredited A 

  



 

Laitumkhrah, Shillong – 793003, Meghalaya, India 
 
 

Sociology Department 

St. Edmund’s College 
NAAC Accredited A 

  

 

 

 

 

11. Geo tagged photos 
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12. Signatures of Committee In-charge and organizer- 

 

 

 

Miss. F. E. J. Syngai  

HOD Sociology Department 

 

13. For Collaborations any letter/endorsement- N/A 

 
 
 
 
(Signature of all members)                      (Signature of HOD) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Miss. Ritisha Kharshong                      Miss. F. E. J. Syngai  

HOD Sociology Department 

 

 

 
Sir. Shubhankar Sarma 
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